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The Government and Peace Ideals 


E BELIEVE our government should adopt and publicly proclaim 
its long-range goals. These should stem from our Christian tra- 
dition and be such as to inspire and unify us... . . {| We believe our 
government should not merely talk about its ideals. It must get down 
into the arena and fearlessly and skilfully battle for them. It must do 
so not merely sporadically, but steadily. It must do so even under con- 
ditions such that partial and temporary defeat is inevitable. {| We believe 
our government must, however, battle for its ideals under conditions 
such that no particular set-back need be accepted as definitive... . {| We 
believe our electorate, demanding the foregoing of its government, must 
judge its government accordingly. It should not judge it merely by the 
immediate results attained. It must rather judge it by its announced 
long-range objectives, by whether it works competently to achieve them 
and by whether it brings into actual functioning procedures of peaceful 
change so that the world may evolve away from present harsh necessities. 
If our government will meet those tests, the electorate should applaud 
such conduct irrespective of dissatisfaction with immediate results. 
—From the Findings of National Study Conference on The Churehcs 
and a Just and Durable Peace, Cleveland, Ohio, January 16-19, 


1945. (News account on page three.) 
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LETTERS 


Women and the Church 


A number of communications are being 
received in response to the article, “Does 
the Church Want Its Woman Leaders?” by 





Mrs. H. D. Brown (THE OUTLOOK, Dee. 
20). Some are given here. 
Sirs: 
Sirs: 

Dr. King’s discussion of “Some Needs in 
Our Chureh” (THE OUTLOOK, Jan. 15) 


prompts me to say “Amen!” but his fourth 


point leads me to ask, “Why doesn’t the 
chureh make use of its women lay leader- 
ship here?” This recalls Mrs. H. D. 
Brown's article Dr. King, wrote, “A 
fourth need is . . .a richer treasury of 
devotional helps” and he mentions the 
longing of people for a quiet time but are 
uncertain as to how to go about it 

If the church really wants to use its 


woman leadership, here is one rich oppor- 
tunity. The circle of the Auxiliary is an 
place to nurture interest and 
lection of these devotional helps; but the 
circles are so taken up with being a prop- 
effort behalf of the church 
there is very little time really 
the interests of 
Perhaps and circle 
together on this. If 
the pastor loves his people and recognizes 
the potential power of these chairmen, he 


ideal se- 


aganda in 
causes that 
to cultivate 


members. 


religious 
the 
work 


its 
pastor 
chairmen could 


will both seek and impart help through 
them. What can the pastor learn from 
circle chairmen? They have been chosen 
with certain qualifications in mind and 
they have easy access into many homes. 
They should be able to help him under- 
stand his people better and they would 
provide a valuable supplement to his 


calls. 

the learn 
He could introduce them 

that are 


own pastoral 

What could 
from the pastor? 
to the various devotional 
available, and, at his suggestion, the lead- 
could introduce these helps into the 
homes of their circle members. This would 
be something routine passing 
of church literature. No, if the pastor 
the cirele leaders aright they 
into the and talk enthusi- 
about and urge 
of evangelism 
ean undertake 
about the helps 


circle leaders 


helps 
ers 
more than 
on 
stimulates 
will go 
astically 
of ghem 
which the 
for here he is talking 
rather than of himself. 

A point to remember is: 


homes 
these 
This is a 
shiest 


helps 
form 


use 


person 


let 


circle 


the confer- 


ence between pastor and leaders be 


one 
let 


by one And 


rather than as a group. 
in the pastor’s study. 
Does the pastor wish to introduce a new 
hymn to the congregation? Let him talk 
with circle chairmen and 
the hymn in their homes 


them be 


casually those 


ask them to play 


or suggest it to those in their circle. Let 
him give suggestions about the art of 
church visiting. Such visiting is not con- 
fined to imparting literature, music or 
suggestions. There is a real art in com- 
ing into a home, greeting the members, 
joining in Christian fellowship in an at- 


tractive manner, 
for 


be 


The pastor has been do- 
and it is too precious a 
to him Let 
from him; let 


ing it 
#itt to 


women 


years 
confined 
leaders 


alone. 

learn and 

learn from them! 

MRS. L, E. (Elizabeth Witherspoon) 
ALFORD 

Petersburg, Va. 


him 


Sirs: 

The church is making a great mistake 
in not taking advantage of its trained 
woman leadership. Women as a general 
thing have more time for, more interest 
in, more knowledge of, and keep better 
informed about the work of the church. 
Yet women do not have the opportunity 


to help in determining policies and mak- 
ng plans. The church can and should make 
of its 


women a 


use woman leadership by giving 


fair representation on the work- 


ing committees of the local church. They 
would contribute much. On committees 
to call pastors, plan buildings, direct the 


educational and musical programs, set up 


budgets, look after grounds and build- 
ings, ete., women would be invaluable. 
Women could also bring the wealth of 


their experience to committees and boards 
of our schools, colleges, orphanages, hos- 
pitals, conferences, and other institutions. 
Most women who have leadership ability 
are progressive and efficient, 
needed 


and these 


two in the function- 


elements are 

of our church. 
SUMMERS TARLTON, D. 

Highland Park Church 

Dallas, Texas 


R. E. 


Supplies for Canvass 
Sirs: 
Sample copies of the new stewardship 
literature and supplies for the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass have been mailed to pastors 
of all the churches. An attempt has been 
made to get the name and address of some- 
one responsible for the canvass in all pas- 
churches. The samples have been 
mailed to this person in each church. Due 
to the rapid change of pastoraes and to 


torless 





an’s Work, Forrest 
statesmen 


City; 


to carry the 


national boundaries, no 


S. K. EMURIAN, Minister, 
in what we profess and practice 


follow him all the way? 





Challenge to the Church in 1945 


OLIVIA A. (Mrs. W. W.) DRAPER, Member, Assembly's Committee on Wom- 
Ark.: 
messizge 
must proclaim a Christ, the only hope of the world who knows no 
barriers 
the people in stewardship of gifts, time, talents and life. 


Portsmouth, 


when we are afraid to raise our 
race discriminatnon, and when we keep our fellow Christians of other 
colors from our churches and from exercising citizenship rights? 
we not guilty before our Lord of putting our national, sectional and 
party interests above his example and commandments? 
challenge our youth to follow Christ 


Our 
of 


church must enlist 


around the 


Christian 
salvation world. It 


of color or creed. It must train 


Va.: To be thoroughly consistent 
How can we expect a mighty revival 
voices against the abominable sin of 


Are 


How can we 


when we ourselves do not dare 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, entered as second-class 


der the act of March 3, 1879. 
Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Telephone 2-9492. 


10c. a copy. $3 a year. 


our inability to get information in some 
cases, some of the churches have no doubt 
failed to get this literature. If these sam- 
ples not received, a post card 
to the Stewardship Committee, 


have been 


addressed 


301 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, will 
bring this packet of material by return 
mail. 

J. G. PATTON, JR. 


Disturbed Year, Ageless Gospel 


Sirs: 


I wish to assure you of our sin- 


cere interest in what you are doing. I be- 
lieve THE OUTLOOK is making a real 
contribution to Presbyterian’ thinking. 


Somebody needs to introduce Christianity 
as an ageless gospel for a very new and 
I believe that you people 
position to make this contribu- 


disturbed year. 
are ina 
tion. 
FRENCH W. THOMPSON, 
President 
treenbrier College, 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 


Copy in Every Home 
Sirs: 
Our church officers plan to visit 


every family on our church roll. It oc- 


eurs to me that it would be a good plan 
for these officers to have a copy of THB 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to leave in 
each home, 

Cc. A. TUCKIER 

Westminster Church, 

Corpus Christi, Texas 
Most Readable 
Sirs 

THE OUTLOOK has become the 
most readable and most helpful periodical 
that I know. bi 

MORRIS D. WARREN 
Chaplain 

Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Presbyterians, Look! 

Sirs: 

Observer, Survey, OUTLOOK: We pres- 
byterians seem to be “viewing the land- 
scape o'er”! 

MRS. JAMES A. CRAWFORD 

Weyers Cave, Va. 


Seminary Editions 
Sirs: 
Your 
THE 
ning 


idea of the seminary editions of 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK (begin- 
Jan. 15) is magnificent. Let me 
to express appreciation for giving 
of church such a fine 
chance to spread our doctrine throughout 
the church. I am looking forward to 
sues from the other Would 
you let me so bold as to suggest that you 
have a (Editor’s 
Note: 


be 
one 

these leaders our 
is- 


seminaries. 


youth edition sometime? 

We like that idea, too.) 
JOSEPH M. GARRISON 
Director of Student Work 


Lexington, Ky. 


Snake 

Sirs: 
“Missionaries Warn Against ‘Punitive’ 

of Japan”: “Declaring that the 

Japanese people ‘have qualities of charac- 


Treatment 


ter and leadership that are needed in the 
reconstruction of the life of Asia, etc.” 
(News item, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK, Jan. 15, p. 3). You can’t make a 


Christian out of a snake! 


Cc. W. KIRWAN 


Jonesboro, Ark. 


! matter, June 15, 1910, at the post office at Richmond, Va., un- 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., Room 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


203, 13 North Fifth 





ome 
yubt 
am - 
‘ard 
tee, 
will 
urn 


sin- 
be- 
real 
ing. 
rity 
and 
ple 
bu- 


isit 
oc- 
lan 
HB 

in 


the 
cal 


'eS- 
nd- 


of 
‘in- 
be 
ing 
ine 
out 
is- 
uld 
rou 
rs 


a 


In- 





The Zresbuterian Quttook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Volume 127. No. 3. 


January 22, 1945 


13 North Fifth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 





Churches Called to Active Support of World Order 


Cleveland Conference Approves 


Dumbarton Oaks Proposals As 
Step in Right Direction 


In calling upon the government not 
merely to talk about its ideals but to 
get down into the arena and fearlessly 
and skillfully battle for them, American 
churchmen showed something of the 
same willingness to translate ideals into 
action when they met in Cleveland re- 
cently under the auspices of the Com- 
mission on a Just and Durable Peace. 
The national study conference which 
was convened by the commission, itself 
sponsored by the Federal Council of 
Churches, in the opinion of leaders was 
unprecedented in its representative 
character and in the focal power con- 
centrated under the auspices of Ameri- 
can Christianity. 

Outstanding men and women of more 
than forty denominations came to study 
what course the church must take in the 
face of the present international situa- 
ion. This they did with a forthright- 
ness which kindled new hope in the 
breasts of many as to the future of the 
chureh in the United States and in the 
world. 


Prepare 3,000-Word Message 


In formulating a 3,000-word message 
to the churches (to be printed in full in 
these columns) the 500 delegates were 
divided into three study groups, each 
one studying three memoranda, pre- 
pared through months of careful work 
by groups of outstanding Christian iead- 
ers. Different leaders presided over the 
sections as each paper was considered, 
carrying the conclusions of each group 
to a central findings committee for re- 
conciliation and agreement. Final 
dratts were later given to plenary ses- 
sions for open debate and discussion. 
Therefore, the conference message may 
he said to represent the well-considered 
judgment of American Christianity 
about as accurately as could be ascer- 
tained, 

Here were the contributions of theo- 
logians like Walter M. Horton, Georgia 
Harkness, Reinhold Niebuhr; of mis- 
sionaries like E. Stanley Jones, William 
Axling and T,. T. Brumbaugh; of lay- 
men like John Foster Dulles, William 
E. Hocking, Wilbur Laroe, Judge Norris 
C. Bakke of the Colorado Supreme 
Court, and Judge John J. Parker of the 


United States Circuit Court, Char- 
lotte, N. C. Most of the more fa- 
miiiar names in American  Protes- 
tantism were there: Rufus Jones, 





Southern Presbyterians 


Representatives of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S., who attended the 
Cleveland Conference, included: Miss 
Annie Tait Jenkins, Atlanta; Robert 
W. Miles, Lexington, Ky.; D. P. Me- 
Geachy, Clearwater, Fla.; H. E. Rus- 
sell, Montgomery, Ala.; S. E. Howie, 
Memphis, Tenn.; W. TT. McElroy, 
Louisville, Ky.; John R. Cunning- 
ham, Davidson, N. C.; Mrs. Andrew 
Dale, Columbia, Tenn.; Ernest Trice 
Thompson and Aubrey N. 
Richmond, Va. Mrs. Dale was ap- 
pointed by the United Council of 
Church Women, and Drs. Cunning- 


Brown, 


ham and Thompson were commission 
members. Dr. Thompson was co- 
chairman of one of the three groups 
studying conference memoranda, and 
Dr. Cunningham led another, pre- 
senting the final document of one 
section before the closing plenary 
session. 











George A. Buttrick, Ivan Lee Rolt, Ruth 
Seabury, H. Shelton Smith, Stanley 
High, Walter H. Judd, Bishops Scar- 
lett and Sterrett, Mrs. Harper Sibley 
and many another. 

The Dumbarton Oaks proposals for 
world organization claimed much of the 
attention of the conference. Like the 
Institute on Pacific Relations meeting 
in Virginia at about the same time, the 
conference of Christians approved 
“Dumbarton Oaks or better’; then 
listed specific suggestions for the im- 
provement of the world organization 
there outlined. 

The conference message called Chris- 
‘ians to act in situations as they exist 
and to decide what God’s will demands 
of them there. ‘‘An idealism which will 
not accept the discipline of the achiev- 
able may lose its power for good, and 
ultimately lend aid to forces with whose 
purpose it cannot agree,” it was said. 
“Tf we accept provisionally situations 
which fall short of our ultimate objec- 
tive, we cannot be morally bound to 
sustain and perpetuate them,’ 

In censidering the demands of the 
Christian conscience in the treatment 
of enemy countries, the conference at- 
tempted to stimulate the possibility of 
“reconciliation of victors and van- 
quished” and to encourage liberal forces 
in both Germany and Japan who must 
be relied upon for international collab- 
oration in the future. Opportunities 


Solution of World Ills Begins at 
Home, Churchmen Say; Ask for 
Greater Christian Unity 


for fair economic progress must be pro- 
vi..ed, it was said, while wiping out “the 
power as well as the will of aggressive 
eleinents (within these countries) to 
mak2 war.” 

These representative Christians were 
sure that no solutien for present world 
ills could be found except on a world- 
seale, beginning in the United States, 
Therefore, with repentant spirits, they 
challenged the church to go farther on 
the road of coopera:ii, to achieve a 
more vital and visible federal unity for 
tasks which a 
must face. 


united Protestantism 
They were convinced that 
the missionary movemert, in particu- 
lar, must he a more united movement. 

A Christian economic order, the con- 
ference declared, is an imperative: the 
elimination of poverty, the development 
of sound agriculture and _ industry 
throughout the world; the growth of a 
responsible labor movement with the 
goul of full employment of labor and vf 
econemic resources on a_ world-sceale 
continually sought were specified, 

Unjust race relations, it was agreed, 
is a primary obstacle to world brother- 
hood. The churches were urged not 
only to support all efforts to wipe out 
discrimination against minority groups, 
but also deliberately to arrange coopera- 
tive programs in which racial barriers 
are broken down. 


“Confidence in God” 


The conference did not put its trust 
in material power or human _intelli- 
gence. In its re-emphasis upon the 
Christian faith at the outset, it declared, 
“Our confidence is in God, the estab- 
lisher of order within which men and 
nations work, and in the forces of the 
spirit which God employs.” As it con- 
cluded its work it declared, ‘‘Before we 
can do Christ’s work, we need more of 
his life Basic to all else are greater 
depths of Christian faith.” 

Bishop Oxnam, president of the Fed- 
eral Council, whose contribution to the 
meeting was phenomenal, reviewed the 
great achievements of the conference at 
its close, but he declared what many 
felt, when he said: ‘‘Our presence here 
may prove to be even more significant 
than our pronouncements.’”’ Here had 
been demonstrated the tremendous 
power of Amcrican Protestantism when 
it lifts mind, heart and spirit unitedly 
to the task of Christ. 
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Says ‘‘Denominationalism’’ Is Out 
Of Step With European Churches 
York (RNS).—An American 
church “that stresses its denomination- 
alism” is ‘‘out of step with the churches 
in Europe,” A. L. Warnshuis, foreign 
counsellor of the Church Committee on 
Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, dd- 
clared at a dinner meeting here opening 
the American Bible Society’s drive for 
a $3,000,000 war emergency and post- 
war rehabilitation fund. 

The occasion marked Dr. Warnshuis’ 
first public appearance since his return 
from Europe several weeks ago. 

“European churches are not asking 
for our pity,’’ he said. ‘‘They have dis- 
covered and developed a unity of action 
and purpose among themselves, and they 
were happy in being assured that Ameri- 
can denominations would not now come 
in to separate them.” 

He added that before the war Euro- 
pean churches were ‘‘on the fringe of 
life,’’ but now they are a ‘‘dynamic ele- 
ment in the everyday life of the peo- 
ple.”’ 

Dr. Warnshuis stressed that the 
church was not ‘directly attacked” by 
the Nazis, but ‘‘of its own free will took 
the offensive.”’ “If the church had been 
content to concern itself solely with 
the inner life and the heavenly destiny 
of its believers, it might have been left 


New 


alone,’ he said. “It withstood that 
temptation and opened the at- 
tack.”’ 


Presbyterian, U. 8. A., Program 
To Assist Returning Service Men 


Philadelphia (RNS).—Forty leaders 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


A. attended a training institute and 
conference here, at which the denomi- 
nation’s Committee on Camp and 


Church Activities launched its program 
to assist returning service men. 

Speakers at the sessions, which con- 
sidered the needs of war veterans, the 
wounded, and disabled, problems of per- 
sonal counselling, and the programs of 
the denomination and the local church, 
included William Barrow Pugh, John 
S. Bonnell, Philip C. Jones, Jesse Hal- 
sey, and Harold Wilke. 

Urging churches to carry out ‘‘an ef- 
fective spiritual ministry’’ to service 
men and women, helping them to find 
their place in the church and commu- 
nity, was described as ‘‘one of the great- 
est opportunities the church has ever 
faced for an evangelistic, missionary. 
educational, and social welfare serv- 
ice.”’ 

The committee’s program will be pre- 
sented to every presbytery at April meet- 
ings, and will also be submitted at pas- 
tors’ conferences, laymen’s' luncheon 
meetings, training institutes, and other 
gatherings. 

A new pamphlet was recently issued, 


written by Walter Getty, on ‘‘Home- 
coming of the Service Man.’’ Other 
suitable literature will also be made 
available to the churches. 
Meeting of Western Section 
Will Not Be Held 

Philadelphia (Special).—The 1945 


meeting of the Western (American) Sec- 
tion of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches announced for January 30, 31 
and February 1 at Toronto, will not be 
held. 

Cancellation of plans for the meeting 
is announced by William Barrow Pugh 
of Philadelphia, American secretary of 
the Alliance. It was decided on by the 
officers of the Western Section following 
the recent request of the United States 





PAUL F. BROWN, Jr., D. D. &., 


will greatly tend to prevent 
real ‘‘down-to-earth”’ gospel 


church. 


home or abroad 
changed. 


is sufficient. 





Challenge to the Church in 1945 


CHARLES E. DIEHL, President, Southwestern, Memphis, Tenn.: 
of the seven deadly sins is still pride and self-conceit. 
that sin is our prime task, both as individuals and as a church. 
mility, openmindedness, a willingness to learn, to serve, and to co- 
operate in a kindly, brotherly way with the “other sheep which are 
not of this fold,’”’ is our Lord’s method of bringing in his Kingdom. 

Memphis, Tenn.: 

before, has the opportunity of making Christ a necessity to the mill- 

ions who have become spiritually responsive during the present con- 

flict and who must be given deep convictions which will last during 
the postwar peace, preventing the spiritual relapse which usually ac- 


companies the relief from war’s hysteria. 


this relapse. First, teach and preach 
Christianity. Second, put to work in 
Give 


the church these people who are riding this spiritual crest. 
them something to do in the church’s program so that the church 
actually becomes a part of them while they become a part of the 


WILLIAM H. McCORKLE, Chaplain U. S. N.: 

be interpreted so as to be understood by the patriot of his country at 
the patriot needing to satisfy the inner quest of 
his soul at some Higher Shrine than the State. 
The gospel is forever new. 
Herein lies the emphasis! 


The first 
To conquer 
Hu- 


The church, as never 


In my opinion two things 


The church’s message must 


The message has not 
The same everlasting Savior 








JANUARY 29, 1945 


Government's director of War Mobiliza- 
tion and Reconversion that conventions 
involving more than fifty persons be can- 
celled. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Religious 
organizations ‘‘definitely”’ included 
among those “will have to show 
how the war effort would suffer if the 
meetings were not held” after February 
1, according the 
Ap- 
plication forms must be filed not later 
than 30 days before any proposed con- 
ference. 


are 
who 


to a statement from 


Office of Defense Transportation. 


Federal Council Backs Social 
Security, Health Insurance, Plans 


New York (RNS).—Extension of the 
government’s present social security 
program to millions not covered by its 
provisions, including 700,000 to 1,000,- 
000 lay employees of churches, educa- 
tional and charitable institutions, was 
urged here by the executive committee 
of the Federal Council of Churches. 

The committee endorsed the exten- 
sion of Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
to agricultural workers, domestic serv- 
ants, employees of non-profit organiza- 
tions, and the self-employed, and called 
for inclusion of the churches in a Fed- 
eral social security plan offering pro- 
tection to their lay workers. 

“We believe that such a program can 
be operated without impairing in any 


way the rights and freedoms of the 
churches,”” the committee’s resolution 
stated. 


Also recommended was a “‘sound plan 
of public insurance,’’ the commitee ex- 
pressing the belief that health and dis- 
ability insurance ‘‘can be provided on 
a democratic basis with full considera- 
tion for the rights of doctors and private 
hospitals.”’ 

It was pointed out that selective serv- 
ice experience has revealed that the 
standard of health in America is not 
adequate, and that a study by the Na- 
tional Resources Planning Board indi- 
cated 92 per cent of the population 
needed some assistance in meeting the 
cost of medical care. 

“We urge,” the committee said, “‘that 
the churches be unequivocal in giving 
guidance to the nation in the program 
of broad social welfare which social se- 
curity legislation represents.”’ 


May Form World Council of 
Eastern Orthodox Churches 


New York (RNS).—A _ permanent 
world council of Eastern Orthodox 
churches—first of its kind in history— 
may be an outcome of the forthcoming 
all-Russia Sobor, or council, of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church, according to 
Metropolitan Benjamin Fedchenkov, 
head of the Archdiocese of the Aleutian 
Islands and North America, now en 
route to Moscow to participate in the 
election of a new Patriarch. 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 
The Need for 


HATEVER else may be said of this first half of the 
twentieth century it can never accurately be de- 
scribed as possessed by monotony. Events, various 

and important, have been crowded into the lifetime of 
most of us who have come to even middle-age. 

Among these events there is a situation which demands 
as never before in our living a unifica- 
tion of Protestant understanding and 
action. 

Twenty-five years ago Roman Catho- 
lic priests and even Roman Catholic 
bishops were frequently in competition 
with each other. Today that is past. 
There has developed a_ solidarity of 
thought and action among Roman Cath- 
olic leaders which it is only wisdom to 
recognize. The policy of the Roman 
Catholic Church is, of course, not made 
by the laity; it is made by the hierarchy, 
which is the group composed of the one hundred and thirty- 
five or one hundred and forty bishops and archbishops who 
have as their headquarters a magnificent building in Wash- 
ington, D. C., located not far from the quarters of the va- 
rious embassies coming from other governments to our own. 








Dr. Vale 


Protect South American Missions 


This hierarchy is united, active and determined. Only 
some two years ago notice was served on us that Protestant 
missions in South America should cease. If we for one 
moment should be recreant to the sacrifices of our fathers 
and make any concessions of that sort it would not be long 
until another demand would confront us, insisting that we 
withdraw from another section of the globe; and then still 
another, and then still another, and then still another, until 
at last Protestant missions would be a thing of the past. 

This is a logical position for a member of the hierarchy 
to take because he claims that the Roman Catholic Church 
is the only true church. 

However we must remember that while the Constitution 
of the United States guarantees what may be called the 
right of religious propaganda, it does not guarantee the 
right of religious persecution. The insistence by Roman 
Catholic organs that we shall withdraw Protestan missions 
from South America is nothing less than persecution. We 
did not raise this issue. We have desired to live and let 
live and indeed to help live, so far as other Churches which 
proclaim our Lord Jesus Christ as the atoning Savior of 
the world may be concerned. But since this issue has been 
raised against us we shall not for one fraction of a moment 
consent to yield to this arrogant demand. 

Anyone who can read the signs of the times must cer- 
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United Action 


tainly see that the hierarchy is carrying forward an aggres- 
sive campaign to win the favor of all America and the na- 
tional government toward the Roman Catholic cause. The 
power of their movement is, first, because of their convic- 
tion and equally because of their unity. 

The time has come when Protestants need to unify their 
efforts to make a strong impact upon American conscious- 
ness and opinion and action. This is not merely for the 
sake of Protestantism; it is for the sake of liberty. Walk 
across the map of the world and you will see that wherever 
the institutions of liberty—liberty of assemblage, liberty 
of speech, liberty of worship, liberty of press, academic 
liberty, political liberty are found in the world of today 
they have been developed under a Protestant canopy. 
These institutions simply are not found where the Vatican 
has the supreme word. 

How can Protestants work out this unified action? 


Channel for Protestant Action 


Personally I hope and pray for a large measure of Prot- 
estant union. I believe that all Presbyterians in America 
ought to be in one body and that right speedily. I realize, 
however, that this probably will not soon come to pass. I 
therefore urge upon my fellow-Presbyterians to give at 
once a much larger measure of interest and support to the 
one organization which can and does unite much of the 
Protestant influence in America; that is to say, ‘‘The Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America.’’ That 
organization is Trinitarian. Its general secretary, Dr. Cav- 
ert, is highly intelligent, tremendously in earnest and a 
deeply conscientious Christian gentleman and a Presbyte- 
rian. Its great secretary of evangelism. Dr. Jesse Bader, is 
one of the most useful servants of our Lord Jesus Christ 
we have in our world today. He is a member of the Dis- 
ciples’ communion. It was this Federal Council which at its 
recent meeting in Pittsburgh protested the appointment of 
an ambassador to the Vatican. And the newspapers lis- 
tened to that protest as they would not listen to such a pro- 
test from an individual Protestant body. 

Much more might be said and should be said but my 
space in this issue is at an end and therefore, my brethren, 
let me beg you to think of these things, and to aid in that 
action which will keep America Protestant in spirit and 
free with true Christian liberty. 


Moderator, 156th General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


Facing the Roman Catholic Issue Wisely 


By SAMUEL S. RIZZO* 


T is admitted hy sound statesmen that this war, the worst 
catastrophe of the world, might have been avoided for a 
number of years, perhaps averted entirely, had not the 

apostles of appeasement ruled the day. The unprevented 
rape of Manchuria, the compromises in Ethiopia, the policy 
of expediency in Spain, and the cowardly concessions of 
Munich, thrown at the feet of the dictators as morsels 
of meat to hungry hyenas, with the hope of keeping them 
away from the chicken coop, not only failed utterly in its 


purpose, but produced the opposite result-——the priceless 
prizes proved to be only appetizers to the heinous animals! 
The picture of a well-intentioned but disillusioned prime 
minister, alighting from a dove-of-peace-like plane in Lon- 
don, his perennial umbrella in hand, a weary gentleman, 
only to die of a broken heart a few months later, epitomizes 
graphically the consequences of appeasement with wicked 
men of rampant and evil designs. It took the price of mil- 
lions of groanings and agonizing pains—never has the 
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world bled so much!—to teach men this rudimental moral 
lesson: The enemy will eventually overtake his prey if 
its only defense consists in running away from him, 


Protestantism Must Learn 


If only Protestantism would learn this same _ lesson, 
while there is yet time! The expulsion of Protestant mis- 
sionaries from Ethiopia, the confiscation of evangelical 
churches, and the bonfire of Bibles in Spain; the exertion 
of political pressure in the State department for the with- 
drawal of missionaries from Latin America; and the arro- 
gant attacks on Protestantism by the Catholic press in 
this country, have identified Roman Catholicism as the 
irrevocable enemy of religious freedom. An axiom to the 
“evangelicos’” in Spain, many of whom are dying in the 
dungeons to this day, this truth is now dawning upon 
the minds of their Anglo-Saxon brethren. Pragmatical 
in their approach to problems, it took a change of Cathol- 
icism’s attitude towards Protestantism in their midst for 
them to see Romanism in its true perspective. 

With 23,000,000 members, 150,000 nuns, 2,000,000 chil- 
dren in parochiial schools, 36,000 priests (more priests than 
in all Latin America put together), and possessing two 
billion dollars worth of properties in this country, Roman 
Catholicism now finds itself sufficiently strong to disregard 
tolerance. Leaflets and tracts on the Protestant contro- 
versy, published by the hundreds of thousands, are flood- 
ing the nation. Images of ‘‘saints,’’ scapularies and medals 
have become a lucrative business. Even Protestant homes, 
to say nothing of state institutions, colleges-and restaurants, 
have adopted the custom of serving only fish on Friday, a 
Catholic idiosyncrasy. The Paulist Fathers in New York 
ostensibly invite ‘“non-Catholics” to hear their Sunday dia- 
logues, when two priests in different pulpits, one represent- 
ing a Protestant minister, debate before the congregation 
a mockery of Protestantism from beginning to end! Priests 
proclaim that they are able to buy as many Protestant 
church buildings, or Free Masonry halls, as they desire. 
“Protestantism is dying,’ is the rallying cry to be heard 
in every Catholic quarter, calling for the efforts of the faith- 
ful to ‘‘come and possess the land.” 


‘Incapable of Serious Opposition” 


And Theodore Maynard, with a sardonic smile, takes up 
his pen to deliver the coup de grace as follows: ‘‘Protest- 
antism-—especially American Protestantism—is now so doc- 
trinally decayed as to be incapable of offering any serious 
opposition to the sharp Sword of the Spirit, as soon as we 
can make up our minds to use it. Except for isolated 
‘fundamentalists’—and these are pretty thoroughly dis- 
credited and without intellectual leadership——-Catholicism 
could cut through Protestantism as through so much but- 
ter.’ No wonder Protestant leaders are becoming alarmed, 
Even some of the most complacent ones, who clung blindly 
to the validity of their a priori conclusions about Roman 
Catholicism, their hopes shattered by the events, have 
changed their attitude of appeasement to one of apprehen- 
sion and silence. There is no doubt that if some day 
Roman Catholicism dominates this country, freedom of 
religion will disappear here as it has disappeared in Spain. 
The prospects of Catholic control, with the exception of 
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the South, are not so remote as it looked a generation 
ago. From now on, in the United States, England and 
Canada, Protestantism will have to face the issue of Ro- 
man Catholicism squarely, or suffer the consequences so 
common to every nation controlled by Catholicism. 

Anticipating this, the Biblical Seminary in New York 
and Princeton Theological Seminary have established 
courses on Contemporary Catholicism, with the clear and 
far-reaching purpose of preparing future ministers for that 
unavoidable task. Suggestions have been made for a plan 
to counteract the flood of anti-Protestant literature so pro- 
fusely displayed in the racks at the entrance of Catholic 
churches. Other movements to vindicate the validity of 
the Reformed interpretation of Christianity undoubtedly 
will be launched in due time. 


Cooperation in Brazil 


But providentially related to this Roman Catholic prob- 
lem, although not motivated by it, was the wise decision 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States to co- 
operate effectively with the Presbyterian Church, U. §S, A. 
and the Presbyterian Church of Brazil in the evangeliza- 
tion of Portugal. It serves notice on Roman Catholicism 
that Protestantism is not willing to be segregated. It 
reveals that the Presbyterian Church, at least, has left its 
defensive position and is now on the march to meet the 
challenge squarely. The seriousness of this move cannot 
be over-estimated. Religious freedom, one of the Four 
Freedoms for which our sons are dying, is at stake! Either 
it will be preserved now, or it will not be vindicated in 
the postwar world. Protestantism must not fail in this 
enterprise, come what may! 

For more than thirty years the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil has maintained a small but very efficient mission- 
ary work in Portugal, perhaps the best in the country. 
Lacking the resources to capitalize on the opportunities 
offered by the field, where the seed of the gospel has 
found a fertile soil and is growing magnificently, the Bra- 
zilian Church in the last five years has appealed to the 
mother churches in the United States, for them to share 
in the development of its Portuguese mission. For the 
last three years the present plan for the evangelization of 
Portugal has been under consideration by the Provisional 
Inter-Presbyterian Committee for Work in Portugal. It 
calls for a proportionate share by the mother churches in 
the support of two new Brazilian missionary couples, the 
sending of two American missionary couples, and for the 
undergirding of the Presbyterian Church of Portugal. It 
is a comprehensive plan, not ambitious but realistic, cov- 
ering the most urgent needs presented to us by a survey 
worked out on the field and embodying every definite re- 
quest of our Portuguese brethren. Its consummation will 
be tantamount to a miracle to the evangelicals of Portugal, 
who for decades have been praying for help. With amaze- 
ment and joy indescribable they have heard the news 
that God has answered their petitions in the present plan. 
But others are crying out to God too. Our next step 
should be Spain! 


*Dr. Rizzo, a Brazilian, is pastor of the St. Paul’s Pres- 
byterian Church, (USA), Newark, N. J. 


The Attack Upon Protestantism in Mexico 


By G. BAEZ-CAMARGO* 


ROTESTANT work in general, and Protestant congre- 
gations and individuals, are at present under a heavy 
harrage of pastorals, press releases, sermons, posters 
and other weapons of the Roman Catholic Church, in what 
seems to be the heaviest offensive ever launched in Mexico 
against freedom of religious propaganda since the last 
century. 
As a matter of fact, Protestant work began in the early 


second half of the nineteenth century, under a bitter op- 
position and even bloecdy persecution from the Roman 
Church. It was only in 1857, when a new and liberal con- 
stitution granted the Mexican people complete freedom of 
worship and effected at last the separation of church and 
state. The birth and growth of a Protestant movement. 
which first started within the church’s own ranks, was 
among the first manifestations of this pioneering exercise 
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of religious liberty. Sensing the danger, the Roman Church 
met the Protestant’s advance with a relentless and slan- 
derous campaign. But it was of no avail, and, in spite 
of social ostracism and bloody martyrdom, the Protestant 
churches grew and multiplied. During the last four decades 
there has been an increase of the Protestant community at 
the rate of 50,000 more every ten years. 


Persecution No New Experience 


So, the experience of persecution is not new for Mexican 
Protestants. With a recurrence of acute phases, 
been always under way. 


it has 
In recent years—between 193 
and 1940, or so—there was some sort of a lull in the anti- 
Protestant front. It was during that period that a wave 
of anti-religious feeling swept the country under the more 
or less open auspices of the ruling party. The Roman 
Church was hardly put to the defensive. Its full atten- 
tion seemed absorbed by its measures to counteract the 
atheistic drive. It never gave up entirely its fight against 
Protestantism, but at this particular period it felt itself 
forced to turn its attention from it and 
efforts against the insidious common foe. 
Then, in the last 


concentrate its 


year, out of a clear sky, came the 
lightning stroke against Protestantism again. The coming 
of a new and moderate public administration, whose head 
contessed its Catholic faith from the very start of- his man- 
date, was interpreted by the Roman Church as their one 
and dear opportunity to regain ground and bring back 
its secular handling of the entire social, economic and po- 


litical life of the nation. 
Discovery After Eighty Years 
The offensive against Protestantism began by artillery 
preparation, with a barrage of articles written by care- 


fully chosen writers in the daily press and magazines. They 
had suddenly discovered the Mediterranean: the presence 
and evangelistic work of the Protestant churches nearly 
eighty years old. Talk about a ‘‘Protestant invasion of 
Mexico”’ these writers’ monotonous theme, with 
the cunning device to stir up the uncontrollable feelings 
of the masses. The fact that the immense majority of 
the Protestant church workers 


became 


are native Mexicans—the 
Constitution allowing only native Mexicans to be pastors, 
has been deliberately ignored, and the denunciation of 
“gringo”? missionary pastors became the burden of their 
offensive, with the obvious plan of turning the anti-Ameri- 
can feeling—for which none other than the Roman Catho- 
lic Chureh has been the steadiest promoter—against the 
Protestants and Protestantism. o 

After this preparation, statements by Catholic organiza- 
tions began to pour out, and the V-2 weapon was used 
when the Archbishop of Mexico himself (who only a few 
weeks ago had told to the press that he did not care about 
the Protestants) issued a pastoral letter pointing out Prot- 
estantism as Enemy Number One, not only of the church, 
but of the nation as well. The regimented choir of writers, 
getting courage, accused the Protestants of treason. 

Their argument is: Mexico being a Roman Catholic coun- 
try, and Roman Catholicism a part of the essential nature 
of the Mexican nationality, all but the Roman Catholics 
are bad patriots and traitors who consciously or uncon- 
sciously are working for the destruction of the Mexican 
Fatherland. 


Result: Violence 


As it was apt to happen, these vociferous ‘calls of alarm”’ 
were returned by the sounding board of the primitive in- 
stinects of the bigoted masses, transformed into a cry for 
“direct action.’’ Isolated Protestant communities began 
to be the victims of murderous attack by mobs led in some 
cases by enraged women. A Sunday school 
Santa Ursula, Puebla, was broken up, 
members wounded. Men 


meeting in 
and several of the 


were beaten, women attacked, 
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and all Protestants, including babies and children, driven 
out into the woods, in the small village of La Gloria, Vera- 
eruz. For several days the faithful lived in the mountains, 
hiding and starving. Several of the babies died from ex- 
posure, until the party was rescued under Federal pro- 
tection. A group of about thirty men, women and chil- 
dren, fleeing under the cover of the night from their vil- 
lage, Jalapilla, Oaxaca, after having been besieged in their 
chapel by a Catholic mob, were overtaken by their perse- 
cutors, the men beaten and tied to the trees, the children 
scared away, and the women subjected to indescribable out- 
rage. 

These savage instances of physical persecution caused 
a committee of the Chamber of Deputies to send an appeal 
to the Attorney General of the Republic requesting an in- 
vestigation. But only labor’s newspaper carried the story. 
The rest of the newspapers either ignored the affair or gave 
it only slight attention and space. 

Even in Mexico City itself, the attempt was made by a 
handful of bullies to disrupt the closing service of the 
Methodist Convention by dropping tear gas bombs. Posters 
have been pasted in the walls, with phrases like this: 
“What do ‘gringo’ missionaries, with their pockets full of 
dollars, intend to do? To buy our consciences? Mexican 
people defend your faith.’”” Or in the windows of homes 
and shops, posters read: ‘‘We are Catholics here. We do 
not want the Protestants.’’ To which, in some towns, the 
Protestants replied by posting the following in their win- 
dows, ‘‘We are Protestants here, and we love the Catho- 
lics as brethren according to our Lord Christ’s command.” 


Repetition of an Old Story 


It is difficult not to see that the Roman Catholic Church 
is out to recover its lost power and prestige, taking ad- 
vantage of the situation created by the war and trying to 
turn the Good Neighbor policy of the United States into a 
convenient tool for its exclusive aims. It has been the 
great weakness of the Roman Church in its role in Mexi- 
can history that it has never felt satisfied with its influence 
in the spiritual life, but has always yielded to the tempta- 
tion of using that influence for economic and political domi- 
nation. It has thus stood in the way of all movements 
for social progress and economic liberation of the common 
man. 


What Will the United States Do? 


It remains to be seen if the democratic and Liberal con- 
science of the Mexican people is not strong enough still 
to win out again, as in the days when the Constitution of 
1857 was adopted, and the Catholic-sponsored Empire of 
Maximilian fell, in the present renewed struggle for true 
religious liberty and effective democracy. In the struggle 
against Maximilian’s empire and the French Expeditionary 
Army that supported him, the people of Mexico were for- 
tunate enough to have the undivided 
American people and government. 


sympathy of the 
It also remains to be 
seen whether, as the present struggle for the same prin- 
ciples goes on, the people and government of the United 
States will understand the and once more will re- 
fuse to back the Roman Church's attempt to bring back 
a situation that had been liquidated even before the first 
Protestant missionary set his foot on Mexican soil. 


issue 


*Senor Baez-Camargo is executive secretary of the Cen- 
cilio Nacional Evangelico de Mexico. He was the official 
representative of the Protestant churches of Mexico to the 
Oxford, Edinburgh and Madras conferences. During the 
week February 5-9, he will speak at the pastors’ school at 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. This article was to have 
been published in the recent Austin Seminary edition of 
this paper but it arrived too late to be included. The 
editors are indebted to the seminary staff for this contri- 
bution, 
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EDITORIAL 





The Year of Decision 


With a world in flames and _ with 
movements underway which can cast 
our civilization again into the conflict of 
war within a generation, no agency or 
group in the Southern’ Presbyterian 
Church is focusing the attention of our 
people upon the fundamental impor- 
tance of building a structure of peace 
which will provide opportunities for in- 
ternational cooperation. Except for oc- 
ecasional voices here and there, our 
church is silent on the great issue of 
these times. 

There is a reason for this silence, 
While almost every large denomination 
in America during the year has sent 
people up and down the land to awaken 
its members to the seriousness of the 
situation which confronts us, no one in 
our church has the power to do this. 
The Committee on Social and Moral 
Welfare of the General Assembly would 
be the logical agency to lead such a cru- 
sade but its powers are limited simply 
to presenting information to the As- 
sembly. It should be made to serve 
as effectively as our executive commit- 
tees when needs arise. Or, better still, 
a new Department of Christian Rela- 


year. 


year, the urgent opportunities of 


particulars : 


2. The establishment of a 


church. 


reunion. 





Challenge to the Church in 1945 


So far as the peace of the world is concerned, 1945 is a decisive 
The great issues of a lifetime are at stake. 
alert to her place and responsibility in bringing to bear upon these 
forces the weight and spirit of the gospel of Christ. 
equipped and willing to do her part in building and maintaining a 
decent—a wholesome—world order. 

With no less need for emphasis upon the basic program for every 


the chureh—the Southern Presbyterian Chureh—for action in these 


1. A churchwide crusade for a Christian world order. 
with a fulltime executive secretary. 
3. Formulation of realistic plans for the integration of re- 
turning service men and women into the life and work of the 
4. Continued exploration of the possibilities of Presbyterian 


5. Effective enlargement of the church’s radio ministry. 


Two of these are referred to in editorial comments in this issue. 
The others will be discussed in coming weeks. 


The chureh must be 


She must be 


this hour lay especial claim upon 


Department of Christian Relations 








tions should be formed with a fulltime 
executive secretary. 

Presbyterians, U. S. A., are using 
three to six months in carrying these 
imperatives to their people; American 
Methodism conducted a nationwide cru- 
sade of great consequence, expressing 
the Methodist will; Disciples, Congrega- 
tionalists and many others are already 
in the field. On this crucial issue, so 
far as enlisting members of our 
churches in specific action on behalf of 
peace is concerned, Southern Presbyte- 
rians stand idle. Are our ecclesiastical 
prerogatives so tenuous—is our fear of 
making errors so great—as to cause us 
to do nothing? God forbid! 

That this unwholesome situation be 
remedied, is the challenge of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to _ the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 1945. 


Perfect Hatred 

This phrase, as you may know, comes 
from the 139th Psalm. There the 
Psalmist says, “Do not I hate them, O 
Lord, that hate thee? and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against 
thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: 
I count them mine enemies.”’ 

What does he mean by “perfect 
hatred’’? Does he simply mean in- 
tense hatred? Time magazine once 
printed a letter from a Mr. Peterson of 
Chicago which read in part as follows: 
“For those three women and the man, 
sneaking in defense of the rights of 
Japanese in America I have nothing but 
contempt. Our son was a Marine 
captain, flying his lonely Wildcat in the 
forbidding and ugly Solomons when he 
was shot down by Japs. He’s been 
‘missing in action’ since a year ago. 

For all the years that are left to 
me, I shall loathe every Jap. And 


with Halsey and Patton and all the rest, 
including the farmers of New Jersey, 
who have the courage to speak out and 
act. I think I shall want them scourged 
from this our blessed America, which is 
my native land, too. Only a dead Jap 
can be trusted.” Is this the kind of 
hatred the Psalmist had in mind? 

I hardly think so. Notice the basis 
for his hatred is not personal but moral. 
It is not because of injury to himself or 
his family that he is indignant, but be- 
cause certain men have offended God 
and lifted up themselves against him— 
“For they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name in 
vain.’’ In other words, he counts them 
his enemies because he sees they are 
God’s enemies. 

This, as I see it, is not far removed 
from the teaching and example of Christ. 
He, on more than one occasion, mani- 
fested intense indignation and uttered 
words which were anything but tender 
and loving. He was angry when he saw 
the rich closing mortgages on widows’ 
houses and when he beheld money- 
changers defrauding the poor at the 
gate of the temple, but not once did he 
strike back in any way when his ene- 
mies wronged him personlly. Even 
when they were doing their worst, driv- 
ing nails through his hands, he prayed. 
“Father, forgive them, for they know 
what they do.” 

As his followers, ther>fore, we must 
set a special guard over our emotions 
during these days of war. We must not 
allow our ‘“‘hatred’’ to descend to the 
plane of personal vengefulness. If we 
are to hate our enemies at all it must 
be on the basis of principle and not upon 
the basis of personality. From my 
childhood days I remember a striking 
sentence from a sermon by our revered 
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pastor, Dr. R. G. Miller. ‘“‘We must re- 
member that while God always hates 
sin, he always loves the sinner.’ Yes, 
in these days of tense emotion let us 
remember that, and by his grace strive 
to be “imitators of him as dear chil- 


* dren.”’ 


This may be a hard choice, and as 
suffering from the war increases and 
comes closer home it will be harder 
still. but for the Christian there is no 
other! 


J. CALVIN REID 


GUEST EDITOR 


The ‘‘Big Church’’ Tendency 


We hear cries go up that the church 
is not holding its membership. Of 
course it isn’t. Will a barrenness of 
spirit, constant pleas for money, and a 
terrific sense of guilt within the wor- 
shiper, which goes unalleviated, hold 
people whose souls cry out for comfort 
and whose spirits seek courage and a 
challenge? . . There is a strong tend- 
ency among people, seeking a church 
home, to affiliate with the big church. 
(By “big’’? I mean a church with over 
eight hundred-members.) Nothing suc- 
ceeds like success; people are attracted 
to the church whose program is active 
and where large crowds congregate. 
While there are many strengths in a 
“big” church, such as beauty of archi- 
tecture, good music, and _ interesting 
preaching, still there are distinct limita- 
tions in a ‘‘big’’ church, also. People 
become lost in the crowd and frequently 
miss a feeling of fellowship; they come 
to think of the church as indifferent 
and cold, and gradually drop out of ac- 
tive membership. The tragedy of the 
“big” church is that so many people 
come in the front door but are lost 
through indifference. There is a 
trend toward employing women as 
church callers to assist in the pastoral 
work of the church. In many instances 
a pastor who cannot work with another 
minister works well with a woman as- 
sistant. 





Failure in churches with large mem- 
berships is not so obvious as in a smal] 
congregation because of the numbers 
of people who come to the church every 
Sunday. The pastor of a Baptist church 
of five thousand members in a southern 
city found he was reaching twelve per 
cent of his membership, yet his sanc- 
tuary was filled every Sunday, his 
church school program was strong, his 
women’s society active and money for 
the budget came easily. He had 
been so impressed by the ‘‘visitors”’ 
who came and went that he did not 
realize that his own membership had 
largely given up attending the church. 


—From Pastoral Work and Personal 
Counseling by Russell L. Dicks in a 
chapter on ‘‘The New Evangelism.” Pub- 
lished by Macmillan, New York. 
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THE TIME OF THY VISITATION 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





Text: Thou knewest not the time of 
thy visitation. Luke 19:44. 


O far as we hear, there were not 
~ many things that brought tears 

to Jesus’ eyes. One of these was 
the crowning, deadly stupidity of men 
who did not have the wit to know when 
God was among them. 

The way Jesus put it is striking. Ex- 
actly what was it the citizens of the 
doomed city did not know? What was 
the element in the situation they did 
not grasp? What was the kernel of 
their stupidity? 

A very simple thing: they did not 
know the time of their visitation, they 
did not know when it was that God 
was visiting them, they missed the mo- 
ment, the lone golden moment when 
God was at the gate. 

It was not that these people were 
unbelievers. They all believed in God 
—yesterday and tomorrow, but not to- 
day. These men whose blindness was 
making their city’s fate inevitable, as 
they looked backward well knew that 
God had once visited them. With a 
resolute fanaticism they clung to the 
books that told of God’s visitations in 
the past, to patriarch, poet and prophet. 
They trusted in themselves that they 
were the people; for were they not the 
people whom God had visited? 

God was not done with them, they 
were sure. He would come again— 
come in thunder, come in flame. Their 
belief in the God of tomorrow was as 
passionate as their faith in the God of 
yesterday. But the God of today? A 
God in carpenter’s clothing, speaking 
with a country accent, whose hands are 
hard with toil? A pedestrian God who 
spends his time at dinner parties, tell- 
ing stories to children and farmers? 
They could not see it. They could not 
see him. Their ecclesiastical calendars 
showed another time for visitations. 
Only a few of the very wise, a few of 
the very humble, can see a contempo- 
rary God. 


HE tragedy is played again. Many 

a man misses Life, cannot hear 

God knocking at his very door, 
only because he does not know the time 
of his visitation. We, too, not less than 
the Pharisees, find it simple to believe 
in a time when God walked with men 
—before we were born. Now that Gali- 
lee is far away and long ago, we can 
well believe that God was there. If 
once an innkeeper could see in Mary 
only a working-girl for whom a stable 
was good enough, we now call her 
Mother of God. Distance lends enchant- 
ment; the past blossoms with miracle; 
we sigh that we were born too late for 
the imortal hour. The future, too, is 
a good time for God to appear. At the 


gate of death, at the ‘“‘Second Coming,” 
at the Judgment Day; yea, God will 
come then. To be “‘saved at last in the 
everlasting Kingdom,’ we cannot im- 
agine any other destiny for ourselves. 
But all that is in a tomorrow so remote 
we do not even have a date for it. Even 
the day of death must have no date— 
only not today! Today is illumined by 
dull and cloudy light, it has neither the 
misty shadows of antiquity nor the rain- 
bow glamour of time’s remotest end. 
So we go our dusty ways unknowing, 
while God comes as of old in simple 
guise and knocks in vain at the heart’s 
unwelcoming door. The Bible lies un- 
opened on the table, the shining sen- 
tence wherein God might have com- 
forted the mind unread. We regret 
that God came and went so long ago, 
the while we pick up stones to cast at 
his prophets of today. We wonder when 
God will come again, and all the while 
he is sick and in prison, waiting for us 
to visit him. 


ND the church! Now also is the 

time of her visitation, and she 

knows it not. She sits murmur- 
ing of ancient creeds and future glory, 
dreaming of pentecost, seeing apoca- 
lyptic fancies in the embers of dying 
fires. She adores the past, she waits the 
coming God; but she does not know 
that God is here. Now, when in men’s 
hearts a fresher faith is being forged. 
the church laments that this is not the 
age for making creeds; when more 
loudly than ever the cry goes up, Come 
over into Macedonia and help us! the 
masses in the church suppose that mis- 
sion doors have closed forever. The 
God of Then is our God, be he the God 
of yesterday, robed in mystic lore, ‘or 
the God of Tomorrow, enthroned upon 
the clouds. But the God of Now is hid 
from our eyes. We do not see God 
when he walks our streets. It were 
easier to believe in him if he would but 
stand afar off. Yet now is the time of 
his visitation. And if we will not see 
nor hear the present God, not even he 
can help us. For us he has but tears. 





DID YOU KNOW? 


—that the ten largest presbyteries 
in the Southern Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly with 157,221 members 
have 88 votes in the General Assem- 
bly, or one vote for each 1,786 mem- 
bers; and that the ten smallest pres- 
byteries, with 11,787 members, have 
20 votes in the Assembly, or one 
vote to each 589 members? 

—R. L. ST. CLAIR. 
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AWARDED FELLOWSHIPS—Opportunity for added years of post 
graduate study have been provided for the six Union Theological Sem- 
inary seniors shown above. Left to right, they are: (top) James A. Cogs- 
well, Robert E. Cogswell, Connolly C. Gamble, Jr.; (bottom) John D. Mac- 
Leod, Jr., Joseph B. Hopper, and Albert C. Winn. 


















HOSPITALIZATION 


Insurance for Individuals, Families and Groups 


@ Pays up to $7.00 per day hospital room and board allowance, 
plus other usual hospital charges. No limit as to number of 
times you may go to the hospital in any policy year for sepa- 
rate cause. Policy can also include fees for surgicals and frac- 
tures. 

e No medical examination required. Applications accepted on 
persons in good health from ages 6 months to 65% years, in- 
clusive, and coverage can be continued indefinitely after age 65%. 

@ Our policies are good in any hospital in United States or Canada. 
Claims paid cheerfully and promptly within 24 hours. 

@ Over 100,000 Virginians have bought policies with us. 


Ask About Our Liberal Non-Cancellable Accident Policies 
Issued from Age 6% to Age 75% Years 
For further information call or write 
NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


B. B. Crow, Pres. Robt. U. Woods, Exec. Vice-Pres. 


Home Office: Richmond, Virginia 
Im Richmond Dial 8-1741 or 5-8655 


 Wérginia's Pioneer and Leading Hospitalization Company” 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Six Are Named Fellowship 


Winners at Union Seminary 

Six Union Theological Seminary sen- 
iors are recipients of the annual fel- 
lowship awards, according to an an- 
nouncement by President B. R. Lacy. 
They are: Robert E, and James A. Cogs- 
well, Memphis, Tenn.; Connolly C. Gam- 
ble, Jr., Hickory, N. C.; John D. Mac- 
Leod, Jr., Aberdeen, N. C.; Albert C. 
Winn, Greenville, S. C., and Joe B. Hop- 
per, Marion, Va. 

In announcing the newly elected fel- 
lows it was said that the seminary 
faculty has extended them the privilege 
of deferring study until after the war, 
if they so desire, because of the short- 
age of ministers both in the chaplaincy 
and in the pastorate, 

The Cogswell brothers are graduates 
of Southwestern in Memphis, Mr. Gam- 
ble held his bachelor’s degree from 
Lenoir Rhyme College, while Messrs. 
MacLeod, Winn and Hopper were grad- 
uated from Davidson. 





Fellowships Designated 

Robert Cogswell, the Thomas Cary 
Johnson fellow, served in Martin 
County, N. C., during the summer of 
1943. Since June, 1944, he has been 
student chaplain at the Masonic Home 
in Richmond. James Cogswell, holder 
of the Salem fellowship, is student pas- 
tor at Kenansville, N. C. 

Mr. Gamble is also a holder of the 
Salem fellowship. He is now student 
pastor at the Second Church, Ports- 
mouth, Va. The Walter W. Moore fel- 
low, Mr, Winn, has been serving four 
churches in Louisa County, Va., since 
June of last year. For the past two 
summers Mr. Hopper, winner of the 
Charles D. Larus fellowship, served as 
student assistant pastor at the Tabb 
Street Church, Petersburg, Va., while 
Mr. MacLeod, Moses D. Hoge fellow, is 
student pastor of the churches at Ma- 
nassas and Clifton, Va. 

Under provisions of the fellowships, 
holders of the Hoge, Larus and the first 
year on the Johnson fellowship continue 
their study at Union Seminary, while 
study on the Salem, Moore and second 
year on Johnson fellowship may be pur- 
sued either at Union Seminary or in 
some other institution in this country 
or abroad. Since the beginning of the 
war no fellowship work has been done 
outside this country. 


Church Education Groups 
Ask Delay on Peacetime Draft 
Atlantic City, N. J. (RNS)——Congress 
was asked to postpone any legislation 
on compulsory peacetime military train- 
ing until after the war in resolutions 
adopted by the Council of Church 
Boards of Education and the National 
Commission on Christian Higher Educa- 
tion of the Association of American Col- 
leges during their annual meetings here. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


S. C. Leaders Stress 
Need of Evangelism 


South Carolina News Letter 





Eight presbytery-wide conferences on 
evangelism with an average attendance 
at each of nearly two hundred men and 
women were held throughout the Synod 


of South Carolina in December. Ar- 
ranged by the adult work section of 
the committee on religious education 


under the direction of Joseph H. Carter 
of Anderson, these conferences may set 
a pattern for future efforts in other 


synods. Speakers included H. H. 


Thompson, Janie W. McGaughey, M. G. 
Gutzke, Jos. H. Carter, and Mrs. B. M. 
Aull, synodical president, assisted by 


chaplains and local leaders in each pres- 
bytery. ‘“‘The men and the 
the church should, and must, work to- 
gether in the great work of evangelism, 
if we to 


women of 


are meet present respon- 
sibility and duty,” asserted Dr. Carter, 
who found ‘‘a serious spirit of rededi- 
cation on the part of leaders in every 
presbytery.’’ Afternoon and _ evening 
meetings were held in Rock Hill, Greer, 
Clemson College, Greenwood, Columbia, 
Manning, 


our 


Florence, and Charleston. 


Charleston Ministers Lead Conference 
On Courtship, Marriage, Home Problems 


Christian 


ideals of courtship, mar- 
riage, and the home constituted the 
theme of a conference on marriage 
which was held in Charleston this 
month. Sponsored by the ministerial 
union, the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W 
C. A.; this was a serious effort to 


proclaim the Christian ideals and inter- 
pretations underlying these experiences. 
Preceded by messages from local pulpits 
and by discussions in youth groups on 
Sunday, the conference formally opened 
on a Monday evening when Paul M. Kin- 
ports (Lutheran) discussed ‘Choosing 
a Mate.’’ On Tuesday Edward G. Lilly 
(Presbyterian ) attention 
Marriage,’’ and on 
Wednesday night W. R. Pettigrew ( Bap- 
tist) spoke the “Side by 
Each address was followed by a 
led by Wright R. 
Spears (Methodist) with personal inter- 
views arranged as desired. A book table 
was provided the 


on the subjects discussed. 


focused on 


“Ideals of Christian 
on home, 
Side.”’ 


panel discussion 


offering best books 
The coopera- 
tion of ministers, educators, physicians, 
hurech leaders, youth organizations. and 
‘haplains stationed nearby was enlisted 


in the four-day program. Sd 


New Governor Says He Is 
To Be No “Yes Man” 


When former Lieutenant-Governor 
Ransome J. Williams of Mullins was 
in chief of South 
Carolina early in January, the state had 


sworn as executive 
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fifth governor in_ thirty-eight 
months. The former druggist and insur- 


her 


ance executive declared that he would 
“rather be a good governor for two 
years than a ‘yes man’ for six.’”’ In 


his address to the general assembly he 


recommended economy, stricter liquor 
control, reduction of corporation taxes, 


and other changes. 
Miscellany 


Since 1878, the Presbyterian churches 
in Charleston have met in a union com- 
munion service on the first Sunday of 
the year. This year, George A. Nickles 
preached, the service was held in the 
Second Church, of which Dr. Frank P. 
Anderson is pastor, Wm. Gordon 
Neville, missionary to Brazil, was made a 
Doctor of Divinity by Presbyterian Col- 
lege in December, and at the same time 
the administration building was named 
Neville Hall in honor of his father, Wil- 
liam Gordon Neville, president of the 
1905-07. The Presbytery 
of South Carolina is in process of rais- 
ing a fund of $10,000 to equip Camp 


college, 


Riverside on the Enoree River, near 
Clinton, as a summer camp. Dr. 
and Mrs, Frank P. Anderson of the 


Second Church, and Dr. and Mrs. George 
A. Nickles of the Westminster 
have honored recently 


Church 


been by 
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their 


congregations and presented appropriate 
gifts, on the occasion of their silver 
wedding anniversaries. E. L. Se- 


crest, director of the Charleston U. S. 
O. for the past year and a half, has re- 
turned to his work as director of reli- 
gious work at the University of Georgia 
at Athens. His successor is Roland T. 
Adams who comes from Louisville, Ky. 
The young people’s council for 
the synod met at the Oakland Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Rock Hill, after 
Christmas. Jimmy McCown of North 
Augusta is president. Plans for the 
observance of Young People’s Day in 
all the churches of the synod were ap- 
proved. Bethel Presbytery has ap- 
pointed a committee to study ministers’ 
salaries, especially those of home mis- 

sionaries. 
EDWARD G. LILLY. 

Charleston, S. C. 





SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 





February 6 


Appalachia, Graham McChesney, 3401 
rook Road, Richmond 22, Va. 

North Cacolina, Jamie D. Stimson, 3401 
Brook Road, Richmond 22, Va. 


West 


Brook 


Virginia, William R. Smith, 3401 
Road, Richmond 22, Va, 

Virginia, William P. Boyle, 3401 Brook 
Road, Richmond 22, Va. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE 4, NORTH CAROLINA 
Combining culture and scholarship with Christian faith. A standard 


accredited four-year college for women, offering B. A. and B. S. degrees. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








reasonable expense. 
nation’s life. , 


stressed. 


1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


A liberal arts college for-men. 
Unusual record for producing leaders in every sphere of the 
Personal and vocational guidance for the individual student is 


For further information write to 


PRESIDENT EDGAR G. GAMMON 


Ideal loeation, strong faculty, 








students, both men and women. 


leading to the B. A. and B §S 
of Southwestern. 


college is noted, 


The tutorial 
continues 





‘There Is No Substitute For Educational Excellence” 


Since Southwestern’s contract with the Army Air Forces is concluded, Robb 
and Calvin Halls, together with other facilities, become available for boarding 


Southwestern is giving undivided attention to the liberal arts program, 
aegrees, 
connection with the Memphis College of Music, which is the music department 
plan of 
unimpaired. 


For information and liternture address The Registrar 


SOUTHWESTERN 


together with the B. M. degree in 


individual instruction, for which the 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 
Founded in 1848 
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Mott Says Missions 
Doors Are Wide Open 


(Special Correspondence) 


The recent meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America 
held in Toronto, Canada, was more than 
the usual seminar for administrators 
of foreign missions, where common 
problems and methods are pooled. It 
was an inspiring and forward-looking 
gathering. Approximately five hundred 
delegates and visitors from every state 
and province of the United States and 
Canada were there to represent in this 
51st annual gathering more than one 
hundred boards and societies. So far- 


reaching and involved have the pro- 
cesses of mission administration be- 
come, that this half-century old or- 


ganization has come to provide that 
pooling and sharing of experience and 
method required for the pressing prob- 
lems of _ today. The organization 
through its Committee of Reference and 
Counsel is incorporated, and in the list 
of 27 men and women who in 1917 
were named as incorporators appears 
the name of Egbert W. Smith, 


Knows of No Door Closed to 
Ministry of Jesus Christ 


It was a forward-looking and hopeful 
gathering, John R. Mott, who for more 
than fifty years has guided the move- 
ment, said: “I have never known the 
world to be so ripe as now for evan- 
gelism,’”’ and “I do not know of a door 
that is closed to the friendly ministry 
of Jesus Christ.’’ But, he added, “some 
of the ‘doors’ of countries found un- 
entered by missionaries, in a survey for 
the Edinburgh Conference in 1910, are 
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still unentered but not ‘closed.’’”’ And 
the chairman of the International Mis- 
sionary Council, Bishop James C. Baker, 
said: ‘“‘The hour has come for another 
great Christian movement. The need 
of the world is written in letters of 
fire.’’ 


Agree on Missions Task 
In Relief and Reconstruction 


Problems and difficulties there are, 
stemming from social trends, govern- 
mental procedures, racial, national and 
community awareness, the burning 
question of religious liberty, but the 
conference agreed: ‘‘The foreign mis- 
sions enterprise must discover, enlist, 
train, commission, and send out per- 
sonnel especially fitted to meet post- 
war conditions’; it must make its dis- 
tinctive Christian contribution to re- 
lief and reconstruction, bearing in mind 
its special relation to the ongoing pro- 
gram of missions; and it must discover 
and utilize new methods of expressing 
the Christian gospel in present-day so- 
ciety. No action was taken with refer- 
ence to the forming of a national coun- 
cil of the eight Protestant agencies on 
the North American continent, of which 
the Foreign Missions Conference is one, 
It was reported that only four mem- 
ber boards of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference had approved the proposal, 
while eleven had expressed disapproval. 
No action has been taken by the other 
109 boards. Missionaries and those re- 
sponsible for missions administration at 
the Toronto meeting were widely repre- 
sentative of many denominations. Ata 
breakfast when only part of those in at- 
tendance were present it was found that 
the ones there had served on the foreign 
field a combined total of 2,505 years. 

H. KERR TAYLOR. 

Nashville, Tenn, 





details. 


1849 AUSTIN COLLEGE 1944 


A Senior College for Men and Women 

SHERMAN, TEXAS 

96th year serving the Presbyterian Church 
State; Graduates in all walks of life spread around the world! 
Participating in the Assembly’s Competitive Scholarship Contest. 


Enroll February, June, and September. 
W. BRB. GUERRANT, President 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Basil V. Hicks, Statesboro, Ga., has 
been called to the Arkadelphia, Ark., 
church, succeeding O. G. Henry, who 
becomes director of the southwestern 
branch of the executive committee of re- 
ligious education and publication, Dal- 
las, Texas. 

N. G. Barron, Columbia, S. C., has 
become pastor of the Gainesville, Ga., 
church, succeeding Vance Barron, now 
a chaplain in the navy. 

J. Lee Plexico, Summerville, S. C., 
is the new pastor of the First Church, 
Sylacauga, Ala. 

T. A. Beckett, Jr., Wadmalaw Island, 
S. C., is now giving his full time to the 
James Island church. 

T. Frank Wallace, formerly student 
worker at the University of South Caro- 
lina and assistant pastor of the First 
Church, Columbia, is now pastor of the 
Montevallo, Ala., church. 

Sam M. Hughes of the Dunean 
Church, Greenville, §. C., has resigned 
his church and re-united with the Bap- 
tist denomination. 

S. K. Emurian from Cape Charles, 
Va., to Prentis Park Church, Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

Neill R. McGeachy, Sugaw Creek 
Church, Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a 
call to the First Church, Statesville, 
N. C. 

Sam N. Milton from Haynes City, 
Fla., to the Wadesboro, N. C., church. 

M. R. Gibson from Marshville, N. C., 
to Spindale, N. C., church. 

John H. McKinnon, Maxton, N. C., is 
expected to begin his new pastorate at 
the First Church, Concord, N. C., next 
week. 

A Clarke Dean, Panama City, Fla., 
has begun his new work as pastor of 
the Buntyn Church, Memphis, Tenn. 








CANDIDATE 





Clay Doyle of Anderson, S. C., a jun- 





distinguished teachers. 


WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Liberal Arts college for men since 1850. 
V-12 Navy curricula and other special courses 
qualifying students for war service opportunities. Write for catalog. 


F. L. McCLUER, President 
Fulton, Missouri 


Christian education under 


ior at Union Seminary, Richmond, was 
received under the care of Piedmont 
Presbytery as a candidate for the min- 
istry, December 29. 


CHAPLAINS 
Walker K. Maude from Camp Camp- 





bell, Ky., to APO 200, care P. M., New 





Peacetime Faculty. 





"DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


DAVIDSON, NORTH CAROLINA. 


Civ4lian college fully maintained entirely separate from Army Reserve Unit. 
Normal Procedures. 


Write for Catalogue and View Book 
JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President. 


1945 


Accelerated year-round program. 


York. 
Lewis B. Metts from Camp Butner, 
N. C., to care P. M., New York. 
John Murphy Smith from 
News to care P. M., New York. 
Albert E. Ruhmann from Mojave, 
Calif., to care Fleet P. O., San Francisco. 
Mortimer J. McChesney, Jr., from Vic- 
toria, Texas, to 380th AAF Base Unit 
(MPTC), Barksdale Field, Shreveport, 


Newport 








La. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Jesus’ Concern for All 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SOHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 4 


Scripture: 


Matthew’s Gospel sets before us Good 
News of Jesus the Messianic King. In 
chapters 1-2 he describes the coming of 
the King; in chapter 3 the preparation 
for Jesus’ ministry through the preach- 
ing of John; in chapter 4 the beginning 
of Jesus’ ministry—how he came into 
Galilee, preaching, teaching, healing, 
and calling men into his service. In 
chapters 5, 6, 7 we have a sample of 
his words (the Sermon on the Mount); 
in chapters 8-9 a collection of his deeds. 
Matthew’s primary purpose is to illus- 
trate various aspects of Jesus’ power. 
Incidentally they reveal his concern for 
all classes and conditions of men, and 
for all kinds of human needs. Let us 
review the lesson with these two points 
in mind. 


I. Disease, 8:1-18 


1. A Leper, 8:1-4. Leprosy was one 
of the most dreaded diseases of Jesus’ 
time. Its victim was regarded as “un- 
clean’’—he was bound to dwell apart 
and debarred from human intercourse. 
This leper had heard of Jesus’ power to 
heal, and one day he plucked up cour- 
age and pressed after him, and kneel- 
ing before him, cried, Lord, if thou 
wilt thou canst make me clean, Jesus 
stretched forth his hand and touched 
him. It was a characteristic act that 
revealed his sympathy and his courage, 
for lepers were physically repulsive and 
to touch one was a violation of the 
ceremonial law of uncleanness that was 
insisted upon by society. Immediately 
the leprosy was cured. 

2. A Centurion and His Servant, 
8:5-18. Matthew recounts in the next 
place an even greater wonder. It hap- 
pened in Capernaum. An army officer, 
probably in the service of Herod Anti- 
pas, and quite plainly a Gentile, came 
and requested him to heal his servant, 
who was suffering from paralysis. Jesus 
prepared to go to his house. In doing 
so, he was moving against one of the 
strongest prejudices of the Jews, for 
they considered it to be pollution to 
enter a Gentile’s home. 

The officer protested, ‘I am _ not 
worthy that thou shouldest come under 
my roof; only say the word and my 
servant shall be healed.’’ Jesus mar- 
veled at the presence of such faith. He 
told his disciples that the time would 
come when the Jews would exclude 
themselves from the Kingdom while 
Gentiles would press in from the East 
and the West to share in the inheritance 
of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. Then 


Matthew 8-9; Printed Text 9:1-13, 18-26 


he said to the centurion, ‘“‘“Go thy way; 
as thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee.” And the servant was 
healed in that hour. 

3. Peter’s Mother-in-law, 8:14-17. 
This was one of the earliest of Jesus’ 
miracles, worked in Capernaum at the 
very beginning of his Galilean minis- 
try. The cure was so complete that 
she was able to come down immediately 
and minister to the household. Mark 
tells us that it was on the Sabbath, and 
that when the day was officially ended, 
the whole town pressed about his door 
with their sick and afflicted. Matthew 
tells us that he cast out the evil spirits 
and healed all that were sick. All this 
happened, he tells us, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken through 
Isaiah the prophet: “Himself took our 
infirmities and bare our diseases.’’ The 
Greek writer Galen uses Matthew’s 
words in the sense of taking sickness 
away. Perhaps that is the meaning 
here. Plumptre thinks that another 
idea is included. “Jesus suffered with 
those he saw suffering. The power to 
heal was intimately connected with the 
intensity of his sympathy; and so was 
followed (as analogous works of love 
are followed in those who are most 
Christ-like in their lives) by weariness 
and physical exhaustion. 


Il. Disorder, 8:23, 9:18 


Matthew’s first group of miracles il- 
lustrates Jesus’ power to heal various 
sorts of diseases. The second group 
shows how he was able to heal various 
sorts of disorder—disorder in the phy- 
sical realm, in the mental realm, and 
in the spiritual realm, 

1. Men Who Were Afraid. 8:23-27. 
This is one of the most familiar of 
Jesus’ miracles and needs little or no 
comment here. After an exhausting 
day’s work, Jesus and his disciples 
started to cross the Sea of Galilee. With- 
out warning there broke upon them one 
of those sudden fierce squalls that sweep 
down from the heights upon the deep- 
set lake through the ravines that open 
out on the western shore. As the waves 
rose higher they began to beat into the 
boat. Finally the disciples, used to the 
sea, though they were, began to fear 
for their lives. In their terror they 
awoke Jesus, who chided them for their 
lack of faith. “If they really trusted 
God with that faith which Jesus has, 
and which he expected them to have, 
they could face a fisherman’s death with 
calm confidence in the God who made 


13 


the gale as well as the sunshine, and 
loves his children far beyond the gates 
of death.” 

Jesus then rebuked the wind and the 
sea, and immediately there was a great 
calm. And now the disciples were mas- 
tered by a different kind of fear, not 
weak timidity, but religious awe. No 
other incident had so moved them. They 
were led to face the question which 
must come sooner or later to any one 
who follows the Bible record, ‘‘Who 
then is this?” 

2. Men Possessed of Devils. The mir- 
acle took place on the eastern side of 
the sea in the country of the Gerasenes. 
There were two madmen there, dwelling 
among the tombs. They were so dan- 
gerous that no man without protection 
dared pass that way. These men 
caught sight of Jesus at a distance and 
came bounding toward him with mania- 
eal fury. 

Mark gives us the fuller account, how 
they were subdued by the charm or 
spell of the Master, and prostrated 
themselves before him. Jesus spoke 
first, commanding the spirits to come 
out of them. Then, at last, after some 
struggle, came the request of the spirits 
that they be allowed to enter a herd of 
swine feeding nearby, doubtless the 
common property of the village. This 
suggestion implies the popular belief 
that demons as incorporeal beings must 
have an animal organism of some kind, 
but not necessarily a human one, if 
they are to remain contentedly on earth, 
as distinct from some _ incorporeal 
sphere, whether above or below. 

Jesus granted the demon’s request. 
Possibly he meant simply to soothe the 
men by formal acquiescence, without 
sanctioning their belief as to the swine. 
Perhaps he saw that it was necessary 
for the permanent healing of the men 
that they should be able to convince 
themselves in this way that the hellish 
powers which held them in bondage had 
quitted their hold. There is no evi- 
dence at all that he had any expectation 
of the coming catastrophe. As Robin- 
son points out, “It would by no means 
necessarily follow that swine possessed 
by devils should immediately commit 
suicide—the contrary might be ex- 
pected.” 

At ary rate the villagers held Jesus 
responsible for the loss of their prop- 
erty. More interested in property 
rights than in human rights, they 
promptly requested him to leave the 
neighborhood. 

3. A Man Burdened by Sin. 9:1-18. 
The significant part of this story, telling 
how Jesus healed a paralytic that was 
brought to him in Capernaum is the 
declaration: ‘Son, be of good cheer, thy 
sins are forgiven.’”’ Probably this was 
what was most on the man’s mind. He 
felt, no doubt, that his paralysis was 
due to his sin. The scribes felt that 
for Jesus to announce the forgiveness 
of the man’s sin was blasphemy. Jesus 
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could not prove that he had the power 
to forgive could 


prove that he had power to heal dis- 


men’s sins, but he 


ease which was regarded as the conse- 
quence of sin. So he said to the man, 
“Rise, take up thy bed and walk.”’” And 
immediately the man was healed. 

4. The Call of Matthew, 9:9-17. Be- 
fore continuing his account of Jesus’ 
miracles the writer turns aside to de- 
scribe the call of Matthew, who was a 
tax collector and tnerefore a social and 
religious outcast among the Jews. None- 
theless Jesus called him to be one of 
his intimate friends and closest disci- 
ples, and Matthew responded to the call. 
To show his gratitude he gave a great 
dinner, to which many of his friends, 
all non-church goers, counted as sin- 
ners among the Jews, and therefore cut 
off from all decent 
invited. The Pharisees, the strictest re- 
ligionists of the time, protested against 


intercou rse, were 


Jesus’ disregard of these accepted so- 
cial and religious conventions, 

Jesus replied that just as a physi- 
cian went to those who were physically 
sick, so he was called to minister to 
those who had need of spiritual help. 
And he that no social 
barriers would stand between him and 
his fellowmen. indicated, 


‘‘was not so much concerned about cor- 


made it plain 


“God,” he 
rect religious performance as the Phari- 


déal more 
for the fallen 


sees thought, and a great 
concerned about 


and the needy.” 


mercy 


There follows a second digression on 
The 
derstand why Jesus did not follow the 
“traditions” of the 
that 
mere form; it 


fasting. Pharisees could not un- 


” 


“fathers.”’ Jesus re- 


plied fasting has no value as a 
is helpful only when it 
He in- 


dicates further that the new spirit of 


serves a real spiritual purpose. 


Christianity cannot be confined in the 
old Jewish forms, 


Ill. Death, 9:18-34 


The first group of miracles illustrates 


Jesus’ power to heal various sorts of 


diseases; the second group, to correct 


disorder in the natural, mental and 


spiritual realms; the third and last 
group illustrates his power over death. 
We have a woman under the sentence 
of death, a little girl given up for dead, 
three men with dead faculties. 

Jairus was one of the rulers of the 
synagogue in Capernaum. 
most of the synagogues were closed to 


By this time 
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Jesus. But Jarius was driven to Jesus 
by his great need, the death of his little 
daughter, He hoped against hope that 
Jesus would restore her to life. Jesus 
started for the house, stopping on the 
who, as Luke 
many things 
physicians. When he 
reached the house of Jairus the pro- 
fessional 


way to cure a woman, 
says, had long suffered 
from many 


mourners were already la- 
menting the passing of the little girl. 
Jesus said, ‘Give place, for the damsel 
is not dead Death, he 


meant to indicate, is no more than a 


but sleepeth.’’ 
sleep, a sleep from which he has the 
men. The crowd 
laughed him to scorn, but Jesus entered, 
took the girl by the hand and she arose. 

The most interesting thing about the 
healing of the two blind men is the im- 
portance attached to the blind men’s 
faith. Faith has been present in most 
of the cases recorded. The leper had 
faith in Jesus’ power but was not con- 
vinced of his willingness. 


power to awaken 


The woman 
was afraid to come to Jesus openly; she 
had superstitious ideas about the po- 
tency of touching his garments, yet 
Jesus said, ‘‘Daughter, be of good cheer, 
thy faith hath made thee whole.’ The 
centurion believed absolutely in Jesus’ 
power, and Jesus said to him, ‘‘Go thy 
way, as thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee.’”” Now when the blind men 
came to him, he said unto them, ‘‘Be- 
lieve ye that I am able to do this?” 
They said unto him, “Yea, Lord.’? Then 
touched he their eyes, saying, ‘‘Accord- 
ing to your faith be it done unto you.” 

The most interesting feature in the 
case of the dumb demoniac is the at- 
titude of the Pharisees. 
deny Jesus’ power. 


They cannot 
But they declare 
that it is due to his alliance with Beel- 
zebub, the prince of the devils. 


Summary 


These miracles of Jesus illustrate not 
only his power, but also his sympathy, 
his concern for all kinds and conditions 
of men, and for all human needs. His 
sympathy went out to rich and to poor, 
to privileged and to underprivileged, 
to Jew and Gentile, to men who were 
good, bad, and indifferent. He fed the 
hunery, healed the sick, eased tortured 
minds, relieved fears and anxieties, com- 
forted mourners, strengthened’ the 
weak, forgave the repentant, raised the 
dead. 

For whom is Jesus concerned today, 
would you say, rich or poor, privileged 
or underprivileged, white men or black 
men, German or British, American or 
Japanese? If he is concerned for all, 
as everyone certainly will agree, then 
for whom should we, who are his dis- 
ciples, be concerned? 
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And what are the needs about which 
Jesus is concerned? Is he still con- 
cerned about men who are hungry, dis- 
eased, brokenhearted, tortured in mind, 
for men and women who mourn the loss 
of their sons, for men and women bur- 
dened with the sense of guilt? Of 
course, because he is the same yester- 
day, today and forever. 


‘‘T worked for men,’’ my Lord will say, 
When we meet at the end of the King’s 
highway; 
“T walked with the beggar 
road, 
1 kissed the bondsman stung by the 
goad; 
I bore my half of the porter’s load, 
And what did you?” my Lord will say, 
“As you traveled along the King’s high- 
way?” 


along the 


‘‘T made life sweet,’’ my Lord will say, 
When we meet at the end of the King’s 


Highway; 
“IT smoothed the path where thorns an- 
noy, 


I gave the mother back her boy, 

I mended the children’s broken toy. 

And what did you?” my Lord will say, 

“‘As you traveled along the King’s high- 
way?” 


‘“‘T showed men God,’’ my Lord will say, 
“As I traveled along the King’s High- 
way, 
I eased the sister’s troubled mind, 
I helped the blighted to be resigned, 
I showed the skies to souls grown 
blind, 
And what did you?” my Lord will say, 
‘“‘When we meet at the end of the King’s 
Highway?”’ 


And how can we minister unto these 
needs? Not by working miracles, but 
by helping as we are able in his name 
all classes and conditions of men; all 
kinds of human need. 


MEMORIAL 


ALLEN L. CARTER 


Allen L. Carter, son of Dr, J. Pendleton 
Carter and Mrs. Sophie (Stier) Carter, was 
born Jan. 26, 1871, and died Nov. 25, 19414, 
at his home in Baltimore, Md., leaving his 
wife who was a daughter of the late Dr. 
and Mrs. Corse of near Baltimore. He 
left three sons, two daughters, and sev- 
eral grandchildren. Also one sister, Mrs. 
Geo. S. West of W. Va. 

The deceased was a member of the Resi- 
nol Chemical Co. and was also associated 
with other activities of the city Allen 
was a member of the Brown Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. On Nov. 27 his fu- 
neral was conducted at his home by Dr. 
Guthrie Spears, his pastor, assisted by 
two ministers of the Friends’ denomina- 
tion. He was laid to rest in the Friends’ 
cemetery amid a profusion of very beauti- 
ful flowers. ° 

Allen Carter was 
ness and generosity. 
be a pleasure to him. 








noted for his kind- 
Giving seemed to 


“Father, in thy gracious keeping, 
Leave we now thy servant sleeping.” 
—M. L. W. 


THOMAS RUTHERFORD MOORE, JR. 

Fatally wounded in Germany on Novem- 
ber 24, 1944, Thomas Rutherford Moore, 
Jr.. of Charles Town, West Virginia. 

He volunteered for the U..S. Army and 
entered the service May 26, last, and 
trained at Camp Fanning, Texas, and from 
there went to Camp Meade, where he 
spent a few days, and then to France. 

At the age of twelve he joined the Pres- 
byterian church in Charles Town during 
the pastorate of the late Rev. Dr. G. G. 
Sydnor, and was a regular church attend- 
ant. 

He was born in Charles Town on Sep- 
tember 22, 1910, and was a son of Thomas 
R. and Mabel C. Moore. 

Surviving in addition to his parents, is 
his wife, formerly Miss Dorothy Huyett, 
of Charles Town, also a son aged four and 
a daughter two. Mrs. Bert B. Williams, 


of Charleston, S. C., is a sister, 
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NEW BOOKS 





Enter: Madrus House 


DOOM AND RESURRECTION. By 
Joseph L. Hromadka. Madrus House, 
Richmond, Va., 1945. 122 pp. $2.00. 

Many things in and about this book 
are interesting. The exiled Czech theo- 
logian who has written it is a man of 
dynamic power. Here he discusses the 
“sickness unto death’’ of modern civili- 
zation. His hope of its resurrection is 
in his faith in Christ. 

His treatment of Stefan Zweig, his 
interpretation of Dostoyevski, his in- 
troduction to his fellow-Czechs Masaryk 
and Radl, and his discussion of Karl 
Barth and the Theology of Crisis, 
though previously discussed in various 
articles, presented together in this 
volume, their cumulative effect is great. 

The introduction is by President 
John A. Mackay of Princeton, where 
Dr. Hromadka is guest professor of 
apologetics and Christian ethics. The 
dedication is to Vice-President Henry A. 
Wallace, which dedication, the author 
says, “has nothing to do with the po- 
litical issues of this country. For in 
Mr. Wallace I have seen, for many 
years, a man of deep social and spiritual 
vision, a man who, struggling for a new 
and better future for his people, has 
been guided by faith in the divine pur- 
pose in history and by loyalty to Jesus 
Christ’s good news for the ‘Insulted 
and Injured.’ ”’ 

The volume is further buttressed by 
a statement on the jacket in which 
President B. R. Lacy of Union Seminary 
commends the publication of ‘‘these 
vital and timely messages from one of 
Europe’s most distinguished theolo- 
gians.”” (The lectures were delivered 
last year during Sprunt Lectures Week 
at the seminary in Richmond). And, 
finally, on the jacket is an appeal to sup- 
port the American Bible Society. 

The physical make-up of the book is 
attractive. The design of cover, book 
and format bears marks of high crafts- 
manship. 





The story back of Madrus House, 
publishers of ‘‘Doom and Resurrection” 
is a good one. Four students, or recent 
students, whose ties run back to David- 
son, occupy ‘‘Madrus House.” Three of 
them are theological students; the other 
was early in the service, a captain in 
the army, Sam Spencer. Two of the 
theologs are now chaplains in the navy, 
John Rodman Williams, Jr., and David 
Worth Sprunt; the other is in his senior 
year at Union Seminary, Monroe Bush, 
Jr. 

Some day when the firm looks back 
upon a long string of its publications 
the story of its origin will bring cheer— 
struggles over paper quotas, denials, ap- 
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peals, success; enlistment of support on 
the part of people who can help, the 
sale of a good number of copies of the 
book to the Czech embassy—but they 
will tell it, perhaps, twenty-five years 
from now. 

The publishers speak of their future, 
expressing their intention of ‘‘publish- 
ing and distributing those manuscripts 
which directly contribute to a Christo- 
centric examination of our contempo- 
rary culture.” 

They uave made a fine beginning. 

A. N. B. 


THE CHRISTIAN MISSION IN OUR 
DAY. By Lyman J. Shafer. Friend- 
ship Press, New York, 1944. 168 pp. 
$1.00. 

This thought-provoking little book 
was written by the co-secretary of the 
Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace of the Federal Council of 
Churches. There is not a dull para- 
graph in it. The drive back of Dr. 
Shafer’s thinking is his deep conviction 
that belief in God and his redeeming 
love is the only solvent that will bring 
together the peoples of the world. If 
the nations cannot meet on this ground, 
then fear and self-interest will become 
dominant and controlling in the post- 
war world. And as long as national 
self-interest is the basis for action, mu- 
tual suspicion and distrust will domi- 
nate the international atmosphere with 
dire consequences following. He warns 
this nation against thinking that we can 
maintain powerful armaments and pur- 
sue our interest because our interest 
will always be right. This book would 
make a very profitable series of pro- 
grams on ‘“‘the world today and tomor- 
row,” and deserves wide reading. 

W..F. PRUIPFT. 

Durant, Okla, ° 


BOYS AND GIRLS AT WORSHIP. 
By Marie Cole Powell. Harper & Bros., 
New York.. 198 pp. $2.00. 

A valuable book for leaders of wor- 
ship in the Junior and Pioneer depart- 
ments of the Sunday school. The serv- 
ices are in areas in which the boys and 
girls of this age are having their real 
experiences—the church, friends, part- 
ners with God, what Jesus means to us, 
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and world relationships, 
ANNE M. JONES. 
Charlotte, N. C. 





It Happened to Me 





ATE one afternoon there was a 

knock on my study door and a 

boy entered and stood embarrass- 
edly in the middle of the floor twisting 
his hat around in his hands. After a 
few desultory remarks he ‘blurted out, 
“What will you charge to marry me?” 
I replied that the wedding fee was a 
mere custom and [ didn’t charge any 
amount—in fact, I would be glad to 
perform the ceremony for nothing. 

“The other preacher said he would 
charge me a dollar, but I don’t much 
want to goto him. Would a dollar suit 
you?” | indicated that this would be 
perfectly agreeable to me and he took 
his departure after designating Satur- 
day night as the time. Saturday passed 
without any bridal couple. The middle 
of the following week the boy saw me 
and explained, ‘‘Preacher, I worked so 
hard last Saturday I was just too tired 
to get married, but I'll see you this 
Saturday.”’ 

So the next Saturday evening while 
at a young people’s meeting at a school- 
house a few miles away, I found the 
boy, his girl, and her sister awaiting 
me in a car outside the school. I tried 
to persuade them to go back to the 
church with me but they declined. In 
turn J suggested the schoolhouse; my 
study, the bride’s home; his home—but 
was met with refusal each time. They 
insisted they wanted to be married in 
I finally decided that after all 
it was their wedding,-and climbed in. 

Seated on the back seat by the bride’s 
sister I began to read the ceremony 
(with the aid of a flashlight) to the 
couple on the front seat. At the usual 
place I paused and said ceremoniously 
to the groom, ‘Will you please take 
the bride’s right hand in yours?” 

“I’ve already got it,’ replied the 
groom, apologetically, 

The ceremony proceeded to its dig- 
nified conclusion, 

H. R. MAHLER, JR. 

Richwood, W. Va. 


the car. 
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TOWARD BETTER Challenge to the Church in 1945 


SPEECH WYNDHAM B. BLANTON, M. D., Richmond, Va.: Among the many 
pressing problems before the church, I single out one—An appreci- 
ation of the importance of the downtown (cathedral) church and 
Slips of Speech and Manner the integration of this idea in our denominational thinking and 
local church strategy. Such preaching centers, on the borders of 
underprivileged urban areas, ministering to students, visitors and 
“the forgotten man,’’ should carry a saving message to the masses 

Ohio: Two mistakes I have heard that the Presbyterian Chrch has hitherto strangely neglected. 

yell educated inisters ake lately: 
yer : 66 Bisa : pote a J. LAYTON MAUZE, Jr., Minister, Central Church, Kansas City, Mo.: 
(1) Isaiah’s seraphim”’ were called ‘ 3 

‘ ; : Now is the supreme time in human history for Christians to be 

seraphims; seraphim is already plural; ‘ \ 

; , ‘ : really Christian; to act earnestly on the truth that the Christian 
(2) In talking of blooded animals, pedi- anne : 

greed dogs were called “thorough- Church has the one distinctive message which mankind most des- 
= a perately needs and for lack of which it is falling into ruin; vig- 
breds. Only horses are  thorough- 

breds, and a particular strain of horse orously to prepare ourselves to become a part of the United 
at thet: ell pacers pesehentn. ‘he Protestant Church of tomorrow—or else! 


A Free Forum for the Discussion of 





dictionary is not very clear on this, but LUCILE G. THOMPSON, DRE, Westminster Church, Nashville, Tenn.: 
ask any breeder. In 1945 the church must measure up to the spiritual needs and 

Ohio Ii: Is it proper to speak of the demands of her returning service men. Another glorious oppor- 
whole room where worship is conducted tunity will be that she can suggest a proper balance between 
as the sanctuary or only that section Christian forgiveness and the necessary punishment of those who 
commonly called the chancel? Com- brought this world chaos upon us. Also the opportunities will 


ment: The dictionaries speak of the come to translate our religious platitudes into vital Christian 
sanctuary as ‘‘the most sacred part of living. 


any religious building, especially that 
part of a Christian church in which the B. McMICHAEL, Minister, Vicksburg, Miss.: The church must 
altar is placed.” Historically this has reach people. Through radio, publicity, visitation and chapels, 
been the practice. The current trend plus regular channels. She must minister to families of fighting 
toward designating as “the sanctuary” men, returning veterans, war workers, uprooted Christians, rest- 
the area where worshipers congregate less youth and the sick and sorrowing. The church must bridge— 
is indicative of a need of a more ap- not block—their way to Christ. 

propriate word than ‘‘auditorium.” 














